Top 3 Head Coaches of Indian Cricket Team ft. Gautam Gambhir 


The Indian cricket team has a rich history of being shaped by remarkable leaders. Over 
the years, India has seen several head coaches who have not only influenced the way 
the team plays but also contributed to its transformation into a cricketing 
powerhouse. 


One name that comes to mind as a future prospect is Gautam Gambhir, who, while 
not a head coach yet, carries the potential to be one given his sharp cricketing mind 
and leadership experience. But before we delve into why Gambhir would be an ideal 
candidate, let’s look at the top three head coaches who have already Left an indelible 
mark on Indian cricket. 


1. John Wright: The Pioneer of India’s Modern Era 


John Wright, a former New Zealand cricketer, took over as the head coach of India in 
2000. At the time, Indian cricket was reeling from match-fixing scandals, and the 
team’s morale was low. Wright brought discipline, unity, and a fresh approach to the 
team. 


Why John Wright Stands Out: 


e Formation of a Winning Culture: Under Wright’s coaching, India transformed 
into a team that could consistently compete at the highest Level. He fostered a 
winning culture and instilled confidence in young players like Virender Sehwag, 
Harbhajan Singh, and Yuvraj Singh. 

e Successful Overseas Tours: One of Wright's biggest achievements was improving 
India’s performances overseas. He guided India to historic series wins, such as 
the 2003-04 tour of Australia, where India almost won a Test series Down 
Under, and the 2002 NatWest Series triumph in England, which is remembered 
for Sourav Ganguly’s iconic shirt wave. 

e Building the Core: Wright also played a pivotal role in building a strong core of 
players, many of whom would go on to become the Legends of Indian cricket. 


Wright's ability to nurture and encourage Indian cricketers, combined with his tactical 
acumen, helped lay the foundation for a more confident, aggressive, and cohesive 
Indian cricket team. 
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2. Gary Kirsten: The Man Behind India’s 2011 World Cup 
Glory 


Gary Kirsten, the former South African opener, took charge of the Indian team in 2008. 
His tenure is often described as the “golden period” of Indian cricket, culminating in 
India’s 2011 ICC Cricket World Cup triumph. 


What Made Gary Kirsten Exceptional: 


Focus on Player Development: Kirsten’s strength lay in his man-management 
skills. He built strong relationships with key players like MS Dhoni, Sachin 
Tendulkar, and Virat Kohli, helping them play to their strengths. Kirsten 
allowed players to express themselves while providing the technical guidance 
needed to excel on the international stage. 

Tactical Mastery: Kirsten’s deep understanding of the game, combined with his 
calm and composed demeanor, created an environment where players thrived. 
He brought innovation in preparation and strategy, particularly in limited -overs 
cricket, which led India to become the top ODI team in the world. 

The 2011 World Cup Victory: His crowning achievement was guiding India to its 
second World Cup victory in 2011, ending a 28-year wait. The tournament saw 
incredible performances from veterans like Tendulkar and emerging stars like 
Kohli, all of whom credited Kirsten’s coaching style for their success. 


Kirsten’s Legacy is not only defined by the World Cup win but by the solid team he Left 
behind, which would continue to dominate world cricket. 


3. Ravi Shastri: The Architect of India’s Dominance in Test Cricket 


Ravi Shastri has worn many hats in Indian cricket, from player to commentator to 
team director and, finally, head coach. His tenure as head coach from 2017 to 2021 
saw India achieve unprecedented success, particularly in Test cricket. 


Why Ravi Shastri Made a Difference: 


e Aggressive and Fearless Approach: Shastri encouraged an aggressive brand of 
cricket, particularly in the Longest format. Under his leadership, India became a 
dominant force in Test cricket, achieving the number one ranking and winning 
crucial Test series in Australia (2018-19 and 2020-21), including a historic 
series win against a full-strength Australia in their own backyard. 

e Trust in Youngsters: Shastri’s faith in young talent, like Rishabh Pant, Jasprit 
Bumrah, and Mohammed Siraj, paid dividends. He gave them the freedom to 
express themselves, which often resulted in game-changing performances, 
particularly in challenging overseas conditions. 

e Revamping the Fitness Culture: Shastri, along with captain Virat Kohli, also 
played a pivotal role in raising the fitness standards of the Indian team. The 
Yo-Yo Test became mandatory, and the team’s focus on fielding and 
athleticism increased dramatically. 


Though Shastri’s stint didn’t see an ICC trophy, his tenure marked the beginning of 
India's dominance in Test cricket, making them one of the most feared sides globally. 
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Future Potential: Gautam Gambhir — A Coach in the 
Making? 
While Gautam Gambhir has not officially stepped into a head coaching role for India, 


his cricketing intelligence and leadership credentials are hard to ignore. Known for his 
fighting spirit, Gambhir was instrumental in India’s 2007 T20 World Cup and 2011 ICC 


Cricket World Cup victories. His keen understanding of the game, especially as a 
strategist in the IPL, has sparked speculation about a future coaching role. 


Why Gambhir Could be a Game-Changer as a Coach: 


e A Tactical Genius: Gambhir is known for his aggressive yet smart tactics on the 
field. His ability to assess game situations and think ahead of the opposition is 
a key trait of a successful coach. 

e Leadership Experience: As captain of Kolkata Knight Riders in the IPL, Gambhir 
showcased his leadership by guiding the team to two IPL titles. His ability to 
handle pressure and mentor young players could translate into coaching 
success at the international Level. 

e Mental Toughness: Having been a player who thrived in high-pressure 
situations, Gambhir can instill mental resilience in the Indian team—a crucial 
quality needed to succeed in today's cricketing environment. 


Conclusion 


The role of a head coach in cricket is more than just tactics—it’s about fostering a 
winning culture, nurturing talent, and creating a cohesive unit. John Wright, Gary 
Kirsten, and Ravi Shastri all brought something unique to the Indian team, each 
contributing to its rise as a dominant force in world cricket. As we look toward the 
future, names like Gautam Gambhir could add another layer of excellence to Indian 
cricket, continuing the Legacy of greatness that these coaches have built. 
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